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Unmarried and Married Women
Now Equal in Population

53 million+ single, separated, divorced or widowed women who are adult
U.S. citizens

Unmarried Women are growing at twice the rate of married women.

Unmarried Women are 26 Percent of the
Electorate

M Unmarried Women 26%

.1 Married Women 26% ‘ .
M Unmarried Men 21%

M Married Men 27% -'
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Marriage Gap: Economic Status

Economically Stretched:
22% of unmarried women below poverty line versus 7% of married women.

Less Health Care Coverage for Unmarried Women:
1 in 5 are without healthcare versus 1 in 7 of all Americans.
28% Rely on Medicare versus 20% of married Americans.
11% on Medicaid versus 2% of married Americans.

Children in Poverty:

One-half of children under 6 living in a household with a single mom are living
in poverty.

3

Center for American Progress Action Fund

Koy

Note: Data from US Census CPS 2006



Marriage Gap: Income and Healthcare
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Marriage Gap: Voting

| know it is a long way off, but thinking about the election in November, if the election for president
were held today, for whom would you vote -- the Democratic candidate or the Republican candidate?

- 2008 Generic Matchup
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Economic Solutions -
Similarities but Key Differences

Married Unmarried Differepce"
(Unmarried i
Women Women .
Married)
Pay equity so women would get paid the same as men for equal 12 o5 @
work
Increasing the minimum wage 18 26
Lower the cost of health care 41 34 -7
Reducing interest rates on credit cards 19 14 -5
Job training and opportunities to pursue education 28 29 1
Tax credits or direct assistance for child care 11 10 -1
None/ Dondét know/ Refused 6 5 -1
Tax credits to make health care more affordable 20 20 0 6
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Marriage Gap in Policy Proposals

Married Unmarried Difference"
(Unmarried i
Women Women .
Married)
Expand federal programs for low-income housing assistance to
. . 43 62
help more families afford to live in safe areas
Make childcare assistance available to all families who need it. 52 64 @
Raise the minimum wage again, to $8.40 an hour. 49 59 @
Make sure every American has health care insurance and provide
choices including the option to stay in employer-provided health 71 80
care plans, buy private insurance or use a Medicare-style
government plan.
Cracking down on companies that pay women LESS money if they 65 24
perform THE SAME job as their male colleagues.
Provide paid family leave to workers who need to take care of a
: ; 60 68
sick family member or newborn baby.
Increase tax credits and scholarships to make college affordable to 63 70
anyone who wants to go.
Make sure every American has health care insurance. 75 82 @ g
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Key Policies to Help Unmarried Women

1. Make Work Pay - 3. Support Their Families, Protect
Strengthen Paycheck Fairness Act. Their Rights
Expand Earned Income Tax Credit. - Increase child care assistance.

Support legislation, including paid
family leave, that helps balance work
and family.

Support right to choose through
legislation and the courts.

2. Expand Future Opportunities

Make college and training more
affordable.

Improve early education and schools.

Support stricter regulations of predatory

lenders and provide help with housing 4. Tackle Big Challenges

affordability. - Redeploy US troops from Iraq.
Create universal 401(k) for every - Provide health care coverage for all
American. Americans.

Protect Social Security. - Create comprehensive renewable

energy policy.
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